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49 CFR Ch. V (10–1–09 Edition) § 580.1 

§ 580.1 Scope. 
This part prescribes rules requiring 

transferors and lessees of motor vehi-
cles to make written disclosure to 
transferees and lessors respectively, 
concerning the odometer mileage and 
its accuracy as directed by sections 408 
(a) and (e) of the Motor Vehicle Infor-
mation and Cost Savings Act as 
amended, 15 U.S.C. 1988 (a) and (e). In 
addition, this part prescribes the rules 
requiring the retention of odometer 
disclosure statements by motor vehicle 
dealers, distributors and lessors and 
the retention of certain other informa-
tion by auction companies as directed 
by sections 408(g) and 414 of the Motor 
Vehicle Information and Cost Savings 
Act as amended, 15 U.S.C. 1990(d) and 
1988(g). 

§ 580.2 Purpose. 
The purpose of this part is to provide 

purchasers of motor vehicles with 
odometer information to assist them in 
determining a vehicle’s condition and 
value by making the disclosure of a ve-
hicle’s mileage a condition of title and 
by requiring lessees to disclose to their 
lessors the vehicle’s mileage at the 
time the lessors transfer the vehicle. In 
addition, the purpose of this part is to 
preserve records that are needed for 
the proper investigation of possible 
violations of the Motor Vehicle Infor-
mation and Cost Savings Act and any 
subsequent prosecutorial, adjudicative 
or other action. 

§ 580.3 Definitions. 
All terms defined in sections 2 and 

402 of the Motor Vehicle Information 
and Cost Savings Act are used in their 
statutory meaning. Other terms used 
in this part are defined as follows: 

Lessee means any person, or the 
agent for any person, to whom a motor 
vehicle has been leased for a term of at 
least 4 months. 

Lessor means any person, or the 
agent for any person, who has leased 5 
or more motor vehicles in the past 12 
months. 

Mileage means actual distance that a 
vehicle has traveled. 

Original power of attorney means, for 
single copy forms, the document set 
forth by secure process which is issued 
by the State, and, for multicopy forms, 

any and all copies set forth by secure 
process which are issued by the State. 

Secure printing process or other secure 
process means any process which deters 
and detects counterfeiting and/or unau-
thorized reproduction and allows alter-
ations to be visible to the naked eye. 

Transferee means any person to whom 
ownership of a motor vehicle is trans-
ferred, by purchase, gift, or any means 
other than by the creation of a secu-
rity interest, and any person who, as 
agent, signs an odometer disclosure 
statement for the transferee. 

Transferor means any person who 
transfers his ownership of a motor ve-
hicle by sale, gift, or any means other 
than by the creation of a security in-
terest, and any person who, as agent, 
signs an odometer disclosure statement 
for the transferor. 

[53 FR 29476, Aug. 5, 1988, as amended at 54 
FR 35887, Aug. 30, 1989; 56 FR 47686, Sept. 20, 
1991] 

§ 580.4 Security of title documents and 
power of attorney forms. 

Each title shall be set forth by means 
of a secure printing process or other se-
cure process. In addition, power of at-
torney forms issued pursuant to 
§§ 580.13 and 580.14 and documents which 
are used to reassign the title shall be 
issued by the State and shall be set 
forth by a secure process. 

[54 FR 35887, Aug. 30, 1989] 

§ 580.5 Disclosure of odometer infor-
mation. 

(a) Each title, at the time it is issued 
to the transferee, must contain the 
mileage disclosed by the transferor 
when ownership of the vehicle was 
transferred and contain a space for the 
information required to be disclosed 
under paragraphs (c), (d), (e) and (f) of 
this section at the time of future trans-
fer. 

(b) Any documents which are used to 
reassign a title shall contain a space 
for the information required to be dis-
closed under paragraphs (c), (d), (e) and 
(f) of this section at the time of trans-
fer of ownership. 

(c) In connection with the transfer of 
ownership of a motor vehicle, each 
transferor shall disclose the mileage to 
the transferee in writing on the title 
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